Variable activity of protein tyrosine kinase in apparently normal thyroid glands.
We examined protein tyrosine kinase (PTK) activity in apparently normal thyroid tissue (n = 22) obtained from patients undergoing thyroid surgery for papillary thyroid cancer or benign disease. The PTK activity in apparently normal thyroid tissue from patients with papillary thyroid cancer progressively was elevated in the cytosolic fraction compared with that from patients without cancer (p < 0.05). The cytosolic proportion of PTK activity was also significantly increased in the normal thyroid tissue of patients with cancer (62% vs. 51%, p < 0.05). These findings suggest that alterations in PTK activity may indicate apparently normal thyroid tissue at increased risk of developing malignancy.